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En medeltida jirnframstillningsplats i stra
Hilsingland
Katarina Liases

Abstract

This paper deals with an iron production site (RAA 146) in Bslan, a small village
in the parish of Endnger, situated in the east of the province of Hilsingland. The
site was excavated within the project of the new east coast railroad. Many aspects
of bloomery furnace production in Hilsingland are obscure, for example economy,
technology level and administration. Bloomery furnace production had not been
previously known in this area. The site was situated in the outlying fields of the
village. It contained a bloomery furnace, two minor slag heaps, an anvil stone, an
ote layer and a charcoal pit. The production was based on lake ore. Primary
smithing had taken place within the area. The secondary smithing had most
probably been performed in the ficlds adjacent to the village. The conclusion of
the investigation was that iron production in this village during the Middle Ages
was secondary to farming. The production of iron was only to supply household
needs. The bloomery was a low shaft furnace, in a2 mound, with a slag-tapping
chute. This type of furnace was the most common in Sweden during the Middle
Ages. It can be said to represent a2 more developed technology than the simple pit
bloomery furnaces from the same period which have been found in the west of
Hilsingland. The technological influences originally came from the middle and

the northern parts of the European continent.

Katarina Liases, Linsmuseet Givleborg, Box 746, 801 28 Givle.

Inledning

Sommaren 1996 undersokte Linsmuseet Givleborg en jirnframstill-
ningsplats i Bolan, Endngers socken i Hilsingland. Uppdraget féll inom
ramen for projektet Hilsingekusten, det vill siga nydragningarna av E4
och Ostkustbanan mellan Séderhamn och Hudiksvall. Fornlimningen be-
rordes av jirnvigens nya strickning, och uppdragsgivare var Banverket,
Mellersta Regionen. Limningen har nummer 146 i Riksantikvarieimbetets
fornminnesregister 6ver Endngers socken.

RAA 146 blev foremil for forundersskning 1995 och visade sig d3 vara
pd det hela taget intakt. Den bestod av en blisterugn, tvi slaggvarp, en
fillsten, ett malmupplag samt en grop med okind funktion (Fig. 2). Loka-
len lag i skogsmark, dir jordménen utgjordes av sand och blockmorin, och
omridet forefoll ndgot stenrsjt. Intill jirnframstillningsplatsen fanns en
mila, dven den berdrd av arbetsomridet (Thorén 1996:9). Vid den slut-










































