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Per H. Ramqguvist

Hallbilder som utgangspunkt
vid tolkningar av jagarsamhaéllet

Ramgqvist, P.H. 1992. Hillbilder som utgdngspunkt vid tolkningar av jigarsamhllet.
(Petroglyphs and the interpretation of hunter-gatherer societies.) Arkeologi i norr
3:31-54.

Abstract

This paper mainly treats some features of the petroglyph sites at Nimforsen, Anger-
manland, Norrfors, Visterbotten and Gidsa, Jimtland, which are the largest sites of
their kind in Norrland. Each site 1s analysed according to certain stylistic traits. It was
found that there are important differences between them. In Niamforsen, for example,
it could be noted that the line-pecked figures were located nearer to presumably better
fishing-places than the wholly pecked-out figures. It could also be concluded that man-
figures with elk-axes and single elk-axes, i.e. so-called ceremonial depictions, were
clearly most frequent in areas with wholly pecked-out figures. The Gldsa carvings,
despite their local style, were shown to be closely connected with petroglyphs in some
of the Norwegian sites not so far away.

The final part of the paper deals with the question of whether southern contacts in
the choice of motif on the Norrlandic coastal petroglyph sites are shown or not. There-
by the main motifs (cup-mark, ships, wheel-crosses and foot-prints) characterising
such a discussion are illuminated. The conclusion is that all but foot-prints could be-
long to an old motif world of the hunter-gatherers and that the foot-prints do not neces-
sarily have to have been diffused from South Scandinavia to Namforsen (which is the
only site with foot-prints in Norrland). The foot-prints could also have reached Nam-
forsenin connection with western contacts. Itis also argued that the carving as a pheno-
menon is an indication of a society in tension, connected either with contacts with
groups of different socio-economic structures and interests, or that the hunter-gatherer
society itself was undergoing structural changes.

Per H. Ramgqvist, Institutionen for arkeologi, Umed universitet, S-90!1 87 Umed,
Sweden.





































































